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Happy New Year to our 
Eastern District Family!  

The year 2025 will be a 
significant milestone, with the 
conference taking place in 
Atlantic Beach, NC. This year 
marks 65 years for 
EDNCPHA.  For us in 
EDNCPHA, our work has a long 
and rich tradition deeply rooted in the collective 
efforts to protect and improve the health of 
populations. Over the past 65 years public health 
has evolved to address emerging health 
challenges, leveraging both scientific 
advancements and community engagement.  
 

The leadership team has met and are in final 
planning for the 65th Annual Education on April 
30th – May 2nd, 2025, in Atlantic Beach, 
NC.  This conference will not only celebrate our 
rich history of EDNCPHA but will also provide 
valuable insights and actionable strategies for 
public health professionals as they continue their 
efforts of protecting and improving community 
health. It’s an opportunity to reflect on past 
methods while learning from current challenges  

 

President’s Message 
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President-Elect’s Message 

and innovations. With the new year, the association remains dedicated to 
the protection and promotion of public health across Eastern North        
Carolina. 

Please take the time to complete or renew your membership for 
EDNCPHA. I encourage you to not only renew your own memberships but 
also to recruit others into the network, ensuring a broader and more robust 
public health community. 

I look forward to seeing you this year in Atlantic Beach, 

Trey Wright, President 

 

Happy Spring!   

It has been an interesting year since we last met  

together.  Please be in preparation to attend the 65th 
EDNCPHA Annual Conference. Our committees are    
putting together a great and enthusiastic program for our 
group sessions and Section education. Many thanks to 
the Program Committee for their efforts in coordination. 
Many. Moving. Parts.  

Last year, the conference centered on recruitment,  
retention, and readiness. This year, we collaborated our focus on the next 
steps for post pandemic recovery. We all know, during the pandemic, 
North Carolina Public Health was responsible for the response, and in the 
background the regular work was still happening. The essential services, 
they never stopped. Our local and State governments are balling up tradi-
tional public health assessment, planning, and evaluation with results-
based budgeting and accountability. It’s not a nice, easy-to-handle and 
easy-to-see beach ball.  It’s coming at us like a fastball at 100 mph.  We 
cannot do this without engagement.  Following our keynote speaker on  
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engagement and planning, we will 
have a representative panel discus-
sion about the future of community 
health assessment and a presenta-
tion on strategic planning with part-
ner agencies.   

 

We are looking forward to seeing 
you there. 

 

Victoria Hudson, President-Elect  
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As we prepare for the annual meeting, the funding from sponsors and 
membership dues continue to increase.  We appreciate all of the 
recruitment and advertisement efforts of the membership.  Planning for the 
conference spaces, amenities, and catering costs remain in check.  It is 
going to be a great time at EDNCPHA!  

Treasurer’s Report 

REPORT DATE February 2025 

ACCOUNTS BALANCE 
CHECKING $11,222.16 

SAVINGS $30,192.60 
MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 

YTD 2024-2025 
PAID MEMBERS 75 
NEW MEMBERS 20 

RENEWALS 55 

Special Projects Committee 

.   

 This year’s special project is a t-shirt with the brand-
new district logo. Shirts will be available for sale for 
$15 during the conference. We are asking all partici-
pants to wear current or past EDNCPHA t-shirt or 
your county’s t-shirt (of your choice) on Friday for 
a PUBLIC HEALTH group photo. Looking forward to 
seeing everyone.  

Raffle Information: 

We will also continue the 50/50 raffle with the winner wining half of the 
proceeds.  

If you have questions, please contact Rhonda Mushaw, committee chair, 
by emailing rhondamushaw@warrencountync.gov.  
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Awards and Scholarships 
 

It is an honor to nominate worthy Health 
Departments, Programs, and profession-
als for their hard work. The Awards 
Committee is accepting nominations for 
2025.  

The awards application may be viewed 
online at 
https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-
2025-Awards.  

For additional details about the awards, 
please see: https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/awards/.  

 

The Scholarship Committee is accepting nominations for 2025-26.The 
application may be found online at: https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-
Scholarship-2025. Scholarship applications are due April 8, 2025 with 
notification by April 18, 2025. 

 

Members can learn more about each award, eligibility, and the fine details 
at https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/scholarships/.  

 

The paper scholarship application form can also still be used and is online 
at https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/wp-
content/uploads/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-Application-
2025-26.pdf 

 

Thank you! 

-Trey Wright, Awards Committee 

-Trisha Tant, Scholarship Committee 

 

 

 

https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-2025-Awards
https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-2025-Awards
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/awards/
https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-2025
https://s.alchemer.com/s3/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-2025
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/scholarships/
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-Application-2025-26.pdf
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-Application-2025-26.pdf
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/EDNCPHA-Scholarship-Application-2025-26.pdf
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Just a reminder… 

We are asking each section and each 
county to provide a door prize for the 

conference. Share something that 
represents your community! 

Thank you! 

Door Prize Committee 

Karen Prince and Barbie Britt, Co-Chairs 

Door Prize Committee 

Since 1961 EDNCPHA has provided professional development, mentor-
ing, and networking for public health in the eastern part of North Carolina. 
We work to educate, promote, and improve the health of all North Carolini-
ans. In addition to your valued membership, there are opportunities to 
serve on committees and special projects.   

Membership questions can be directed to the membership chair, Djuana 
Register, at edncpha@yahoo.com. The Membership Application Form can 
be found at https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/membership/.

Nominations for future leadership and committee appointments are being 
accepted. We are reaching out with an exciting opportunity to serve as the 
Vice President of Eastern District NCPHA for the upcoming term. While 
this position is for a one-year term, we encourage applicants who are will-
ing to make a four-year leadership commitment, as the Vice President tra-
ditionally transitions through President Elect to Past President offices. This 
progression provides continuity in leadership and ensures the success of 
our association’s mission to support and strengthen public health profes-
sionals across our district. If you or someone you know is interested in 
stepping into this vital role, we invite you to submit your name for consider-
ation. Nominate by March 14, 2025 to express your interest or to recom-
mend a colleague. Nominations may be submitted to Andrea Freeman, 
nominations chair, at andrea.freeman@mtwdh.org. 

How You Can Join or Volunteer 

mailto:edncpha@yahoo.com
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/membership/
mailto:andrea.freeman@mtwdh.org
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Conference Information 

This year’s conference will be held in Atlantic Beach and the 
dates are April 30– May 2, 2025. The conference theme is 
“Today’s Strategic Planning for Public Health, from Engage-

ment to Value—How are we really doing?” 

 

Conference information: 
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/home-

5/annualconference/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us as we host Larry Weaver, an internationally touring, motivational 
speaker on Friday, May 2 at our conference. Mr. Weaver will help us take 
all that we have learned during conference back to our communities. Mr. 
Weaver spins hometown stories that are infused with humor. His talk will 
focus on attitude, engagement, planning, and the role of humor in the 
workplace, offering valuable insights on the future of NC public health.  

https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/home-5/annualconference/
https://easterndistrictpublichealth.org/home-5/annualconference/
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Conference Accommodations 

This year’s conference will again be held at the DoubleTree 
Atlantic Beach! 

 
DoubleTree by Hilton Atlantic Beach 

 

2717 West Fort Macon Road  
Atlantic Beach, North Carolina 28512 

 
For reservations, please call the hotel directly at 252-222-4010.  

Ask for the conference rate “Eastern District NC  
Public Health Association” which is $159.00 per night.  
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PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE SHARED DOC 
 

65th Annual Eastern District Education Conference 

“Today’s Strategic Planning for Public Health, from Engagement to 
Value – How Are We Really Doing?” 

April 30-May 2, 2025 
 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 
 

8:00 am – 4:00 pm  Registration (Registration closed 11:30 am – 1:30 pm)  

9:30 am – 10:30 am  Executive Committee Meeting  

11:15 am – 1:30 pm  Awards Lunch and Opening Session 

     Presiding  Trey Wright, President, EDNCPHA     

Invocation  Pastor Gene McLendon 
       Executive Director, Hope Mission of Coastal Carolina 
     

Welcome  Dr. Randall Williams 
Consolidated Human Services Director, 
Carteret Health and Human Services 

    
Awards Presentation Trey Wright, Awards Chair  

Life Member Awards Djuana Register, Membership Chair  

Scholarships  Trisha Tant, Scholarship Chair  

Special Awards Djuana Register, Special Awards Chair 

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm  Networking Break  
 
Afternoon Session 

1:45 pm -2:45 pm  TBD Engagement and Planning: Are we really making a difference? 
Dr. Ruth Little, Associate Professor, DrPH 
Department of Public Health, ECU Brody School of Medicine 

  
2:45 pm- 3:45 pm  Panel Discussion: Community Health Assessment, is it changing the plan? 

Kathy Dail, PHD, Moderator, Kathy Dail, Director,  
Community Health Assessment Program, NCDHHS 
Marcy Williams, MPH, Orange County Health Department 

  Other local Health education staff 
  Possibly adding a Health Director that was Health Ed  
 
3:45 pm – 4:00 pm  Networking Break  



 
 
4:00 pm – 4:45 pm  Added-Value Strategic Planning with Community Engagement 

Kelly Guadalupe, MPA, Strategic Planning Manager 
Orange County Manager’s Office 

 

4:45 pm – 5:00 pm  Business Meeting 

Presiding   Trey Wright, President 

Secretary’s Report  Miranda Keel, Secretary 

Treasurer’s Report  Djuana Register, Treasurer 

Bylaws/Handbook Changes Nina Oliver, Vice President 

Slate of Officers  Andrea Freeman, Past President 

Door Prizes   Karen Price, Door Prize Chair 

5:00 pm  Dinner on your own 

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm  Networking Social 

 

Thursday, May 1, 2025 
 
8:00 am – 9:30 am. Morning Java Junction provided by EDNCPHA  
        
Health Education and Nursing Section 
8:00 am – 8:30 am        Java Junction and Networking 

8:30 am – 9:00 am   Networking BINGO        
  
9:00 am – 9:15 am       Welcome & Opening Remarks 
    Jamika Lynch, Chair of Health Education Section, Eastern District NCPHA 
 
9:15 am – 9:45 am   Icebreaker Activity 
 
9:45 am – 10:00 am  Networking Break – Spotlight on Exhibitors 
 
10:00 am – 11:15 am   Keynote Presentation 

Pivoting with Purpose: Self-Care and Innovation in Public Health  
Renee Harvey, Director of Innovation and Capacity Building,  
Care Share Health Alliance   

 
11:15 am – 11:45 am      Self-Care Power Hour 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm       Network Lunch Break (lunch on your own) 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm        Integrated Targeted Testing Services (ITTS) Program: Strategies for 
Community Impact 

    Renee Harvey, Director of Innovation and Capacity Building,  
Care Share Health Alliance     

1:45 pm – 2:00 pm       Energizer Activity 
 



 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm        Panel Discussion: Strategic Planning for Public Health:  

From Engagement to Value 
Jamika Lynch, Moderator, Chair of Health Education Section,  
Eastern District NCPHA 
Eugenia Johnson, Team Lead Health Educator, Health Promotion Team, New 
Hanover County Health and Human Services 
Tara Robles, Senior Strategy Analyst, New Hanover County  
Health and Human Services Community Engagement Coordinator,  
Giving for Genentech 

 
3:00 pm – 3:15 pm  Networking Break – Spotlight on Exhibitors 
 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm        Interactive Activity & Reflection: Strategic Planning Roundtables 
 
4:00 pm – 4:15 pm  Closing Remarks & Next Steps 
    Jamika Lynch, Chair of Health Education Section, Eastern District NCPHA 
 
4:15    Adjourn 
 
 

Environmental Health Section 
8:00 am – 8:30 am        Java Junction and Networking 

8:30 am – 9:30 am Child Care Updates 
Robert Pearsall, REHS 
Regional Environmental Health Specialist 

 
9:30 am – 10:15 am Legislative, Section, and Branch Updates 

Larry Michael, MPH, REHS 
State Environmental Health Director Section Chief 
NC Division of Public Health, Environmental Health Section 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 

    
10:15 am – 10:30 am  Networking Break – Spotlight on Exhibitors 

EH Silent Auction Begins – Make your Bids!! 
   
10:30am – 11:15 am  10:30am – 11:15 am 18E Updates and Implementation 

Patricia Angoli, PE 
Environmental Engineer 
NC Division of Public Health 
Onsite Wastewater 
DHHS, Environmental Health 

     
11:15 am – 12:00 pm  Pool Rules Changes 

Terry Chappell, REHS 
Regional Environmental Health Specialist 

   
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm   Network Lunch Break (lunch on your own) 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Deployment to Western North Carolina after Hurricane Helene  

Thomas Privott, REHS 
Orange County Environmental Health 
Wilson Mize, REHS 
Branch Head, On-Site Water Protection 
 



 
Andy Blethen, REHS 
SWIFT Team/Private Well Program Team Leader 

 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Water Quality after Hurricane Helene 

Wilson Mize, REHS 
Branch Head, On-Site Water Protection 
     

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Networking Break-Spotlight on Exhibitors 
EH Silent Auction – Make your Bids!! Open to Everyone 

 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Panel Discussion: How Environmental Health Has 

Improved Over the Years 
Richard Clayton 
Retired 
 
Phil Thompson, REHS 
Retired 
 
Roberto Diaz, REHS 
Regional Environmental Health Specialist 

 
4:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Business Meeting/Awards/Door Prizes 
 

5:00 pm   Adjourn 
 

Health Director’s Section 
8:00 am – 8:30 am       Java Junction and Networking 

 
9:00 am –  9:50 am  Thriving Hearts Program 

Quintana Stewart, MPA, Orange County Health Director 
Dr. Alison Stuebe, MD, MS,  Professor, UNC Maternal Fetal Medicine 
Distinguished Professor of Infant and Young Child Feeding, Maternal and Child 
Health and Co-Director, Collaborative for Maternal and Infant Health 

 
9:50 am – 10:00 am             Networking Break-Spotlight on Exhibitors 
 
 
10:00 am-11:30 am  Panel: MOUD/MAT in Local Health Departments  
  TBD 

11:30 am- 1:00 pm  Networking Lunch Break (lunch on your own) 

 
1:00 pm- 1:50 pm  Post Overdose Response Teams  

TBD Carteret County  
 
1:50 pm- 2:00 pm  Networking Break-Spotlight on Exhibitors 
 
 
2:00 pm- 3:00 pm  Public Health and Faith-based Community 

TBD Warren County  
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Break-Spotlight on Exhibitors 



 
 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  Legionella in the Prison  

TBD Montgomery County 
 

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Section Business Meeting 

 

5:00 pm   Adjourn 

 

Finance, Admin., Management, and Information Technology (FAMI) Section 
8:00 am – 9:00 am        Java Junction and Networking 

 
9:00 am- 10:00 am  What’s on Your Plate  
     J. Terrell Alston, MBA, Associate Regional Vice President 
    Trillium Health Resources 
 
10:00 am – 10:15 am  Networking Break – Spotlight on Exhibitors 
 
 
10:15 am – 11:30 am  Dental Claims Billing in Public Health Clinics: Navigating the Process for 

Effective Reimbursement 
    Melinda Payne, Billing Coordinator 
    Rockingham County Division of Public Health 
 
11:30 am- 1:00 pm              Network Lunch Break (lunch on your own) 

 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm              Local Public Health Threading the Needle 
  Scott Harrelson, Local Public Health Director 
  Craven County Health Department 
 
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm     The New Public Health Business Model- 

Navigating Unchartered Waters           
Shannon Peaden, MBA, CPF, Quality Improvement Consultant 

    Eastern AHEC 
 

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm   Networking Break-Spotlight on Exhibitors 

 
3:30 pm  -  4:30 pm  Engaging your Team-Boosting Morale and Motivation 
    Amichia Gainey-Jones, Regional Director, Public Health Workforce Initiative 
    Cumberland County Department of Public Health 
     
    Monica Short-Owens, Administrative and Compliance Officer 
    Cumberland County Department of Public Health 
 
4:30 pm - 5:00 pm              Section Business Meeting/Debriefing 

 

5:00 pm   Adjourn 

Evening Activities 



 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  TBD – Sponsorship Dinner Buffet 

 

8:00 pm – 12:00 am  Dance—DJ  

    

Friday, May 2, 2025 
 

8:30 am – 9:30 am  Breakfast Buffet 

9:30 am – 10:00  Closing Session 

Presiding   Trey Wright, President 

Recognition of Section Award Winners by Section Chairs 

Announcements  Trey Wright, President 

Installation of Officers  Andrea Freeman, Past President 

Plaque Presentation  Victoria Hudson, Incoming President 

Past President Comments Trey Wright, Past President 

 

10:00 am – 10:15 am  Break and Hotel Check Out 

 

10:15 am – 11:15 am  TBD “Crazy Thought, That Might Just Work”   
Larry Weaver, Motivational Speaker, Raleigh, NC 

    

 

11:15 am – 12:00 pm   Closing Remarks   Victoria Hudson, President 

Door Prizes   Karen Prince, Door Prize Chair 

Adjourn    Victoria Hudson, President 

 

 

 

**Mandatory Training for New Officers and Section Chairs will be conducted at the conclusion of the conference. 
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