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Thank you for joining us for the 63rd Annual Eastern District 
North Carolina Public Health Association Conference! 

 

  

The 63rd Annual  

Eastern District  North Carolina  

Public Health Association Conference 

ñAdvancing Equity and Inclusion in 
North Carolinaò 

Ramada Plaza           Kill Devil Hills, NC 

April 26-28, 2023 
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ñA smile is a curve that sets everything straightò ð Phyllis Diller 

ñAcquiring the habit of note-taking is therefore a wonderfully complementary skill to that of listening.ò ð Richard Branson 
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NOTES SECTION: 

ñGoing in one more round when you donôt think you can. Thatôs what makes all the difference in your life.ò ð Rocky Balboa 

ñ"In the book of life, The answers aren't in the back." ð Charles M. Schulz 
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Save the Date   

64th Annual Eastern District   

North Carolina Public Health  

Association Conference  

 

 

April 24th ñ28th, 2024  

Atlantic Beach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit our website or Facebook Page  

www.easterndistrictpublichealth.org  

www.facebook.com/EDNCPHA or search Eastern District NCPHA  
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President's Message 

 

Welcome to the 63rd Annual EDNCPHA Conference ñPublic Health: 
Advancing Equity and Inclusion in North Carolina.ò The Eastern 
District Executive and Program Planning Committee have done a 
phenomenal job is planning a robust conference that is sure to be of 
value to everyone. If you know me, I am an encourager at heart; 
therefore, I must share a great quote from the book of 1 Corinthians 
13:13 ñSo now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 
of these is love.ò 

Abide as a transitive verb means to bear patiently. Abide as an intransitive verb means to 
continue in a place. In the past three years, the public health workforce has been in a place of 
valleys and peaks emotionally and physically as we walked alongside our communities bearing 
the weight of public health crisis after crisis. Our faith, hope, and patience have been tested, 
but we got through it all because of our abounding love for our community. I believe faith, 
hope, and love is where health equity and inclusion abide. Love being the greatest! 

I am excited that you are able to participate in this public health conference because it can 
restore your hope, faith, and love as public health professionals. As you are here this week, 
build upon your established trusted relationships and engage new professionals this week to 
build your network. Finally, love your heart and mind, so when you return to your community, 
you can better advance health outcomes for all people for a healthier North Carolina. 

I personally challenge each of you to promote and encourage membership in our public health 
organizations across NC. Strong support of the organizations provides a stronger voice to 
ensure the needs of public health are met. Our public health organizations, EDNCPHA ,and 
NCPHA have been building leaders and providing mentors, aiding in professional 
development, and creating lifelong friendships for over a century. 

In faith, hope, and much love, 

Travis Greer 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ  

tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
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Vice President's Message 

 

 

оо 

Meeting Space Layout 

Albemarle 

Room 

Ballroom 

Ramada Plazað1701 S Virginia Dare Trail, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 

 Enjoy all the area has to offer visit: https://www.outerbanks.org/plan-your-

trip/towns-and-villages/kill-devil-hills/ 
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Honoring Past Presidents 

1960-1961 *Dr. L.E. Kling & *C.J. McCotter 

1961-1962  Dr. J.L. Campbell 

1962-1963 *Mrs. Agnes Olmstead 

1963-1964 *Dr. J.R. Black 

1964-1965 *Dr. Quinton Cook 

1965-1966 *Dr. W.H. Craneford 

1966-1967 *Mrs. Davis Clark 

1967-1968  Dr. M.F. Eyerman 

1968-1969  Mrs. Margaret C. Neal 

1969-1970 *Mr. J.S. Canaday 

1970-1971  Mrs. Maye S. Myers 

1971-1972 *Dr. Verna Barefoot 

1972-1973  Mr. Ghurman Ange 

1973-1974  Mr. Van Jenkins 

1974-1975  Mrs. Martha Jacob 

1975-1976  Mrs. Terry Lawler 

1976-1977  *Mr. Eddie Pierce 

1977-1978  Mr. Joe Powner 

1978-1979  Dr. Richard Murphy 

1979-1980 *Mrs. Lottie Daw 

1980-1981  Ms. Jane Matthis 

1981-1982 *Mrs. Helen Ray 

1982-1983  Ms. Patricia OôLeary 

1983-1984 *Mr. Bill McQueen 

1984-1985 *Mr. Jess Berman 

1985-1986 *Mr. Robert Parker 

1986-1987  Ms. Terri Sutton 

1987-1988  Mr. Jim Higdon 

1988-1989  Mr. Frankie Barnes 

1989-1990  Ms. Debra Springer 

1990-1991  Mrs. Deborah J. Warren 

1991-1992 *Mr. Harry Whitley, Jr. 

1992-1993 *Mr. Robert Fulcher 

1993-1994  Mrs. Delance Ellis 

1994-1995  *Mrs. Susan OôBrien 

1995-1996  Mrs. Margaret P. Allsbrook 

1996-1997  Mr. Michael U. Rhodes 

1997-1998  Mrs. Rosemary P. Goddard 

1998-1999  Mrs. Debra Harris 

1999-2000 *Ms. Deborah Barmann 

2000-2001  Mrs.Eunice Inman 

2001-2002  Ms. Laura Gammons 

2002-2003  Mrs. Djuana Register 

2003-2004  Mrs. Nita Britt 

2004-2005  Mr. Wayne Raynor 

2005-2006  Ms. Mary Jane Sauls 

2006-2007  Mrs. Emily Smathers 

2007-2008  Mr. George OôDaniel 

2008-2009  Mr. John Peebles 

2009-2010 *Mr. James Roosen 

2010-2011  *Mr. William (Bill) Smith 

2011-2012  Mr. Scott Harrelson 

2012-2013  Mrs. Kristi Nixon 

2013-2014  Mr. Robert (Bob) Winstead 

2014-2015  Mrs. Len Gilstrap 

2015-2016  Mrs. Yulonda McLean 

2016-2017  Mrs. Carolyn Moser 

2017-2018  Mrs. Julie Gooding Hasty  

2018-2019  Mrs. Melissa Packer 

2019-2020  Mrs. Rhonda Ashby 

2020-2021  Mrs. Rhonda Ashby 

2021-2022  Mr. Wes Gray 

   

* Deceased 

The first recorded annual meeting of the Eastern District North Carolina Public Health 

Association was in 1961. It was organized in 1960 with Dr. L.E. King and Charlie McCotter as 

cochairmen.  They drew up the constitution and bylaws after the meeting in 1960. Prior to that 

time, there were Eastern and Southeastern Public Health Workersô Conferences. The Eastern 

Conference voted at a meeting July 1, 1960, at the Biltmore Hotel in Morehead City to apply for 

affiliation with the North Carolina Public Health Association and to ask the Southeastern 

Conference to join them. 
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SIXTY-THIRD ANNUAL 

EASTERN DISTRICT  

NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE  

April 2023 

OFFICERS 

SECTION CHAIRS 

PRESIDENT SECRETARY 

Travis Greer 

Brunswick County Health Dept. 

Monica Short-Owens 

Cumberland County Health Dept 

Fayetteville, NC  

PRESIDENT-ELECT TREASURER 

Andrea Freeman 

MTW District Health Dept. 

Plymouth, NC 

Djuana Register 
Bladen County Health Dept., Retired 
Benson, NC 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Ashley Mahone 

PAST PRESIDENT 

Wes Gray 

MTW District Health Dept. 

Plymouth, NC 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE HEALTH EDUCATION 

Vacant Chair 
Sandra Smith, Vice Chair 
Robeson County Health Dept., Retired 

Yerlin Villegas 
MTW District Health Dept. 
Miranda Keel 
MTW District Health Dept. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FAMI 

Victoria Hudson 
Orange County Health Dept.  
Hillsborough, NC 

Andrea Freeman 
MTW District Health Dept. 
Plymouth, NC 

HEALTH DIRECTORS NURSING/PHYSICIAN EXTENDERS 

Wes Gray 

MTW District Health  Dept.                                                     

Plymouth, NC  

Vacant 
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Our History 

The first recorded annual meeting of the Eastern District North Carolina Public Health Association was in 1961. It was 
organized in 1960 with Dr. L.E. King and Charlie McCotter as co-chairs. EDNCPHA is comprised of 55 counties in the 

eastern part of North Carolina. Members include Public Health Professionals who work to educate, promote, and     
improve the health of all North Carolinians. Today, the Eastern District North Carolina Public Health Association is 
committed to protecting and promoting the  public and personal health of the citizens of Eastern North Carolina.           

We strive to promote a closer working relationship between and within local health departments and allied agencies.  

Would you like to be a part of our history and future? We encourage you to complete an interest survey that 
was included in your packet or reach out to anyone on the EDNCPHA Leadership team to learn more. 
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EDNCPHA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

AUDIT 
Trisha Tant 
Orange County Health Dept. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Djuana Register 
Bladen County Health Dept., Retired 

AWARDS 
Trey Wright 
Rockingham County Health Dept. 

NEWSLETTER 
Victoria Hudson 
Orange County Health Department 

BYLAWS/HANDBOOK 
Trey Wright 
Rockingham County Health Dept. 

NOMINATING 
Wes Gray 
MTW District Health 

DOOR PRIZES 
Karen Prince 
Warren County Health Dept 
 
EXHIBITS/SPONSORS 
Melissa Packer 
Robeson County Health Dept. 

REGISTRATION 
Traci Bruce 
Robeson County Health Dept. 
 
Yulonda McLean 
Robeson County Health Dept. 

TIME & PLACE 
Wes Gray 
MTW District Health 

PROGRAM 
Andrea Freeman 
MTW District Health 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS/HOSPITALITY/
ENTERTAINMENT 
Melanie Campen 
Pamlico County Health Dept. 
 
FINANCE 
Djuana Register 

Bladen County Health Dept., Retired 

 

LEGISLATIVE AWARENESS 

Nina Oliver 

Carteret County Health Dept. 

MARKETING/PUBLICITY 
Rhonda Mushaw 
Warren County Health Dept. 
 
Julie Gooding 
NC DHHS, Retired 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Trisha Tant 
Orange County Health Dept. 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
Rob Richardson 
Wake County Environmental Services 
 
PARLIMENTARIAN 
Helene Edwards  
Hoke County Health Dept  
 
SPECIAL AWARDS 
Djuana Register 
Bladen County Health Dept., Retired 
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Things to Keep in Mind 

Ý Please visit all of the exhibits.  The exhibitors have spent a lot of 

time and money to share their products and services.  Complete 

your Exhibitorsô Passport to be eligible for a prize. 

Ý There is a NO TOBACCO USE policy in all Eastern District North 

Carolina Public Health Association meeting rooms. 

Ý Nametags must be worn at ALL Eastern District meetings and 

social functions or admittance will not be allowed.  Nametags must 

be worn for admission to the Friday Breakfast and closing session. 

Nametags are used for door prize drawings at conclusion of 

conference.  Sergeant-at-Arms will attend each function to 

enforce this policy. 

Ý Masks are recommended based on your personal risk assessment 

and comfort level.  

Ý During meetings, please adjust your cellular devices to the proper 

silent setting. 

Ý ñChange happens at the speed of trust!ò  During the conference, 

build relationships, build trust, and create change. 

 

 

 

    

Conference WIFI  password  
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 Annual Conference Headliners  

Sharon Delaney McCloud, CDEÈ  

As a health advocate, cancer survivor, and bereaved parent, 

Sharon Delaney McCloud, CDEÈ moves audiences to action 

by encouraging their efforts to manage their own physical, 

mental and spiritual well-being. Inspiration, humor and a prac-

tical playbook punctuate Sharonôs keynotes and workshops. 

She engages people with stories that require self-assessment 

and then ideas to contemplate long after the program ends.  

Sharon spent 25 years as an Emmy Award-winning television 
journalist covering everything from NASA to health issues to 
the Super Bowl at stations across the country before launching 

her leadership development consultancy. From Fortune 500 boardrooms to the green room at 
Good Morning America to lecture halls of top-tier universities, Sharon is a trusted partner in 
developing peopleôs communication prowess with an inclusive lens. 

Sharon has been featured in numerous publications, including Sheryl Sandburgôs Option B 

digital platform, Thrive Global, Enterprising Women and is co-author of the book, Keep Go-

ing, Memoirs of Strength, Courage & Perseverance. Sheôs also a Certified Diversity Executive, 

a multi-certified Tilt 365 Consultant, a Maxwell Leadership Speaker and Six Sigma Certified 

Green Belt. As a mom of three, Sharon considers that her most important role while riding this 

roller coaster we call life.  

Debra Farrington, MSW, LCSW 

 

Debra Farrington, MSW, LCSW, is our Deputy Secretary/Chief 
Health Equity Officer, focused on addressing health disparities and 
the health needs of North Carolinaôs most vulnerable citizens. Prior 
to her promotion to her new position, she was the Chief of Staff for 
NC Medicaid. Debra is a native North Carolinian reared and 
educated in rural Columbus County where she learned the value of 
family, hard work and perseverance. Debraôs values of fairness, 
equity and concern for others along with her deep faith were shaped 
by her grandparents and mother, a factory worker who earned her 
GED at the age of 45. With their love, support and guidance, Debra 
received a BA in Psychology and Master of Social Work degree 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is a licensed clinical social worker 
with over 30 years of experience in community-based services for children and adults with 
behavioral health needs.  
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R. Battle Betts, Jr., MPA, currently serves as the President & 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), for the Obici Healthcare Founda-
tion. Mr. Betts retired as Health Director of Albemarle Regional 
Health Services in 2022 after serving over 28 years in local public 
health.  Mr. Betts holds a Master of Public Administration from 
Old Dominion University and a Bachelor of Science in School 
and Community Health from East Carolina University. He and his 
wife, Amanda, have two adult children. 

Wednesday Moderator 

R. Battle Betts, Jr., MPA 

NOTES SECTION: 
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Eastern District 63rd Annual Conference 

April 26-28, 2023 

Ramada Plaza, Kill Devil Hills, NC 
 

Tuesday, April 25th, 2023 

5:00 pm ñ7:00 pm   Early Bird Reception / Social Networking EventñSponsored by Allan Jones 
 

Wednesday, April 26, 2023 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm  Registration (Closed 11:30am-1:30pm)  

 

8:00 am - 10:00 am  Vendor Setup  

 

9:30 am - 10:30 am  Executive Committee Meeting 

 

11:15 am - 11:45 am  Opening Session 

Presiding   Travis Greer, President EDNCPHA 
Welcome   Bob Woodard, Chairman of the Dare County Board 
    Of Commissioners, former Dare County  
    DHHS Board Member 

        Rod Jenkins, Durham County Health Director 
        NCPHA President 

Invocation   Doug Doughtie, Sheriff of Dare County 
 

11:45 am - 1:15 pm  Awards Luncheon (Sponsored by the Communicable Disease Branch) 

Award Presentation   Trey Wright, Awards Committee Chair 
Life Member Awards   Djuana Register, Membership Committee Chair 
Scholarships    Trisha Tant, Scholarship Committee Chair 

Special Awards   Djuana Register, Special Awards Committee Chair 

1:15 pm - 1:30 pm  Breakð Meet the Exhibitors 

 

NOTES SECTION:  
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Wednesday, April 26, 2023 

Afternoon Session 
 
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  NCõs Approach to Advancing Equity 
    Deputy Secretary Debra Farrington 
    DHHS Chief Health Equity Officer     
 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm  BreakñMeet the Exhibitors 

 

3:15 pm - 4:30 pm  Breaking Barriers in Public Health Panel Discussion  

    Moderator  

    R. Battle Betts, Jr., MPA, President and CEO, Obici Healthcare Foundation 

    Panelist 

    Victoria Hudson, MPA, REHS, Orange County Director of Environmental Health 

    Barbie Britt, BSN, RN, Robeson County Public Health 

    Robert Bowen, Management Support Supervisor, Granville-Vance District Public 

Health     Department 

    Fawn Rhodes, BS Behavior and Social Science, HHS Equity Coordinator, New 

    Hanover County ï Health and Human Services 

    Janet O. Clayton, MPH, Person County Health Director 

    

4:30 pm - 5:00 pm  Business Meeting  

 Presiding   Travis Greer, President 

 Secretaryôs Report  Monica Short-Owens, Secretary 

 Treasurerôs Report  Djuana Register, Treasurer 

 Bylaws/Handbook Changes Trey Wright, Vice President 

 23-24 Slate of Officers  Wes Gray, Past President 

 Door Prizes   Karen Prince, Door Prize Committee 

5:00 pm    Dinner on your own 

  

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm   Networking Social 
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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR 

SPONSORS! 

Gold Sponsors 
Region 8 Health Directors 

Region 9 Health Directors 

Region 10 Health Directors 

Communicable Disease Branch 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Allan Jones 

Early Bird Reception 

 

Bronze Sponsor 

NC Public Health Collaboration 

NC Department of Insurance and NC SHIIP 

Tego 

 


